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Dancing in Mormon LandT-

he New York Times Tells now the Young People of
Utah and Idaho Engage in This Pastime
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Is the universal social diver-
sion of the genuine westerner From
the Isolation of themining camp the
cattle range or the wheat field he Is
always eager to turn to the music of

violin or piano that Instantly sets
his Ip motion He may be

by Iniquities of the saloon
the gambling house or the public dance
hall but these diversions bring out
the worst elements in his character-
To observe him at his best so as to

all the high lights of his nature
one should see him at a private or so
cial dance

Nowhere In the no
where in the world are the pleasures-
of the donee more eagerly and

sought than in the rural Mor
mon settlements of Utah and Idaho
To the Mormon as well as Gentiles of

Lake and other cities and towns
of the tectlon the theatre lectures and
parties of different kinds lend the same
variety to the amusements that are
familiar In the east But a large pro
pi irtiun of the Mormon settlers are
Fluttered through the rural districts
remote from such attractions and

people the one and atWuys wel-
come diversion is lancing

Mormon dances are frequently held
private houses which are usually
robin or at school houses but

tli most popular dancing floors are
of the Mormon churches because

Lhsf building are the most commo
dk ua n the settlements

iris difficult to understand or explain
how it Is done but no tvoroom log
cabin of Utah or Idaho i so small that
its floor will not offer dancing facili-
ties ram twenty or thirty guests with
corner and recesses under tables and
in itiaces for beds In which all the

parents
brothers and sisters keep time to the
shrill notes of the fiddler who

from his chair on top of a table
beneath which several Infants are
sleeping

It Is frequently stated that Mormons
re nt presence at their dances of
any persons not members of their
faith statements are far from
true Nowhere is genuine western hos
OiUtllty more generously observed than
among the followers of Joseph Smith
nod Young No matter how

annnosity engendered by the
feeling between the Mormons

and Gentile it is seldom permitted to
mow at a dance particularly if the
Mormons are hosts If the dance Is of-

i public nature any guest no matter
his belief IB usually certain of

Hospitable reception If a house Is
the place the Gentile or

IB welcome
The method of dancing the hospital-

ity and the social rules observed are
much the same whether the dance is
held in a cabin the school house or
the church Inasmuch as the church
otters floor apace for the greatest num
ber of dancing feet it also affords bet
ter opportunity for observing the

features of this kind of social
diversion
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Most of the rural Mormon churches
built of logs The general rule Is

ti make them twice as long wideone length of logs determining thewidth with two lengths for the sides
The furniture is usually home made

rude consisting of plain board
benches and a rough high desk for thepulpit This furniture is installed withan eye 4o a secular as well as religious-
use of the building The pulpit andseats used for the Sunday services can
easily be moved to make room for a
week day dance The pulpit is shoved
Into a corner where It serves a doubleuse for the festive occasion On It arepiled the baskets of lunch for the midnight picnic and beneath It arespread the blankets for the bed of sev
eral babies

Enough of the benches to encirclethree sides of the room are placedagainst the walls for seats during theevening and the rest are carried
where they are piled near the

doorMost of the ranchers and their fami
lies from a radius of six or eight milesgather at these church dances Feware too old and none is too young to
attend The sate set frequently con-
tains children with their parents and
grandparents

Youths and maidens come in all sorts
of conveyances On horseback and on
snowshoes when the snow Is deep are
the favorite methods or locomotion The
older people and small children usually
come in lumber wagons or In large
sleighs In winter the sleigh boxes are
filled with hay on which are spread
quilts and blankets for the protection-
of the women arid children The horses
are unhitched at the church and tied
to the sleigh box from which they
munch hay throughout the night The
quilts are used to make beds beneath
the pulpit or In corners for the babies
and small children

Frequently throughout the night the
mothers hurry to these perhaps
leaving the set in which they are danc-
ing to bestow maternal care upon the
babies whose hungry cries make such
attention necessary

The younger children who are old
enough to dance are permitted to stay
up and participate in the festivities of
the early part of the night after which
they too are put to bed-

S

The bishop usually attends alt church
dances and he Is exofllcio master of
ceremonies The other two important
persons are the fiddler and prompter or
caller out Custom has decreed that

these two men than oceupy elevated
positions Accordingly the rythmic
guidance of the feet usually emanates
from a table brought In for the occa
sion on whiCh are placed two chairs
for these officials

It might well have been an Idaho fid-

dler who inspired Rlleys description o
the man who can

Plaunk an plunk an plink
An tune er up and play

An Jes lay back an laugh an blink
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At overy rainy day
But the fiddler is an man Heconscientiously k to his music

with a vigorous stamping of his foot
and during the Interludes between th
numbers he is seldom Idle At such
times his violin Is either shrilly bewail
ing his efforts to tune er up or else
It is mpre harmoniously tinkling to ilspicking of the strings The repertoire
of these rural Mormon fiddlers is re
markable ranging all the way from
the ancient Sailors Hornpipe aniSoldiers Joy to the latest waltzes of
Sousa qr Herbert

Late in the night when the fiddler
tires of his sitting posture be frequen-

tly relieves himself by abandoning his
table seat and continuing his playing
from the floor around which he waltzes
with his violin for a partner his feetkeeping step to the tune which his fin
gems from the strings

The caller out is always an important
person at a western dance The one
who officiated at the last Mormon
dance that I attended was particularlyinteresting He had but one eye Heenergetically stamped and nodded time-

i to the music with both feet and hishead while his single eye winked thetime for his calls time to themusic he interspersed between thecalls runny remarks humorous andor else blended the calls with ahumming tune always in one key
I From his beginning of Bow ter yernnnn first four ford anback nnnn now ye got it agin
a hurry there Bill nnnn the ladieschange all through the different figures to the last Promenade you
know where he kept up a continualtune of calling humming and remarksThe were distinguishable from therest of his tune by the louder tone Inwhich were sung

While he is at it the caller out worksharder than the fiddler but he makesup for it by working only half timeThe usual rule Is to alternate the evenings enjoyment a square dance alwaysa round one and vice versaThe bishop always opens and closeswith prayer all dances that he attendsjThls does not prevent him from being
of the most active persons on thefloor participating In as many num

bers as any of the younger men Atmy last dance Just referred to the bishop and his wife danced the HomeSweet Home waltz together Herhand still rested on his arm and theirfeet were hardly stilled after the concluding notes of the violin when heraised his left hand every head was
bowed and with his well chosen supplication the dance was dismissedDuring the evening I several timesfound the bishops wife to beinteresting pa ner an excellent dancer and a goon conversationalist Theprettiest and most Intellectual girl present was one of the fortytwo children of another bishop I haveforgotten which one of the six wiveswas her mother but believe it was thefifth

One of the surprising things for atenderfoot at these entertainments isto observe the grace of some of thedancers The women may be attired incalico and be plain looking and themens attire may be rough from thehighheeled boots to the blue flannelshirt but many of them will waltz or
dance the latest twostep as gracefully
ns the participants in a Fifth avenue
ballThe figures of the square dances are
much the same as those in vogue fifty-
or seventyfive years ago and with
them are alternated the most fashion
able and uptodate round dances

The figures of the square dances may
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be unfamiliar to a tenderfooa nd hemaybe bewildered by the oruen to
choose pardrienr un-

til he learns that suvle ann Is Idaho
for varsouvlenne but the spirit of the
occasion iS too much for him to keep
his feet still Under the urging of the
hospitable bishop he Is soon one of the

side gents of a set with a good
for a partner With frequent

swinging yer pardner and prome-
nading all he is soon initiated into themysteries of weaving the basket

caging the blrd and other figures ofemphatic movement
The oneeyed caller out was an adept-

at introducing these figures in an in
manner It was nearly mid-

night when the fiddler set the feet inmotion with the popular ale to which
thousands of soldiers marched away to
War forty years ago The lively measure instantly redoubled the efforts of
the caller out who interspersed withhis calls more lively remarks than ever
while his feet head and winking eye
had difficulty in keeping time with theviolin His excitement was intense s
he led up to his masterpiece with hishumming calls of Gents lead ter theright balance an swing nnn hurry

there Joe nnn now ye lend terthe right once more balance an swingnnn thats right Maggie toss him
around th re trot ter the rightonce more until the gents ap
proached their original position whenhe broke out into the tune of the violin
with Lead ter the right once more an
balance an

Swing that girl that pretty little girl
That girl you left behind you

x My partner for that number was a
woman the mother of two of theyoung people dancing in the same setThe vigorous manner In which she as

sisted in the last movement left some
doubts in my mind as to which did theswinging The doubts were soon
dispelled by the remark of the womans
husband The pretty little girl madeyer heels snap didnt she

Soon after midnight there is an In
termission for refreshing up when
the baskets are brought out and the
picnic is spread Following this one

or two of the best dancers entertain the
party with step dances and recita-
tions and songs add to the pleasures-
of the intermission hour After this en
tertainment the general dancing is re-
sumed and continues until daylight at
which hour the dance usually breaks
upThe men and boys usually outnumber-
the women and girls It accordingly
happens that there are few wall flow
ers the better dancing girls frequent-
ly participating in every number of the
night There are no cards and no
dances are reserved in advance After
each number the women and girls are
escorted to the seats around three sides
of the room after which most of the
men promptly gather at the unseated
end near the door As the master of
ceremonies announces the next num
ber the men Instantly make a break
for the benches several of them start
ing in a race for the most attractive
and best dancers

Several times during the night conies
the announcement Choose pardners-
for a Mormon dance For this number
each man has two partners which adds
to the complexity of the figures and in
creases the merriment of the occasion

Sometimes toward morning the older
and less enthusiastic younger members-
of the party become tired when variety-
is added to the entertainment by two
or three of the best dancing couples
who engage In a contest of endurance-
in an attempt to dance each other
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down The waltz Is always chosen
for these contests which are simply
efTortsto see which can keep continu-
ously In motion for the longest time

4 3
rivalry exists between

two young couples In Teton Basin as
to which young manand young woman
were the better dancers and which had
the more endurance They accordingly
started in at 1 oclock one night to
settle the question In a dancing down
contest For Qne hour they waltzed
without pausing and at the end of that
time the adherents of each couple
sought in vain or signs of fatigue in
the other two Two hours and the In-

terest of the became more
Intense Three hours and one oC the
girls audaciously asked th musician to
play a little faster Four hours and
the spectators urged the dancers to
rbandon the contest but none of the
four showed signs of fatigue or an

to desist
The fiddler had agreed before the

contest began that he would play as
long as the dancers kept up A single
hour was sufficient to exhaust his sup
ply of waltz music but like the hand
organ grinder who runs into an inex
haustible supply of pennies he repeated-
his waltz repertoire over and over
again passing from one tune to an
other without missing a note And j

promptly In time with every note the
eight feet kept In motion It was a
continual waltz no Intermissions be-
ing taken for promenades Other
waltzers would go on the floor and
drop out at pleasure but like the
successful advertiser the four con
testants kept everlastifigly at it

At daylight the fiddler was still
away and no break had been made

in the waltz Several of the older peo
ple went home without seeing the end
of the contest Among them was the
bishop who did not even interrupt the
waltz but departed without offering-
the closing prayer

At 8 oclock after having waltzed
continually for sevenhours one of the
young women gave out and she and
her partner retired from the floor The
winning couple continued to Waltz for
ten or fifteen minutes longer to prove
that they were still ready to carry on
the contest-

A few weeks later two other young
men started at midnight to settle a-

like rivalry In the same manner In
this case the young women did not
contest for endurance Each man had
two partners with whom he danced In
relays changing every hour Two

also took turns in furnishing
music one coming into the tune and
the other dropping out without missing-
a note The young men made their

j change of partners while keeping con-
stantly in motion At 1 oclock the
next afternoon after having waltzed

I continuously for thirteen hours one of
the men gave up the contest The
other contestant ceased waltzing a few
minutes later

A Dark and muddy Complexion
Does not become a neat woman Lanes
Tea will cure constipation clear up
the skin sharpen the appetite and
make you look and feel like a new
person It acts gently upon the stom
ach liver and bowels For sale by
GodbePitts Drug company
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By starting a savings account of 100 with us you can eou
use of one of our Home Savings Banks to keep in your home

f change which you generally waste The JlCO is for security
T are given credit for it In a pass book which together with yo

Ings draws Interest Remember no charge made for the
GET ONE TODAY W

Start an account NOW and watch it grow CaU and have this
plan explained to you or send your address and agent will call

g Distributing Office 303 Auerbach Building m

Patriotic Americans
Shouldbcry Warranted American Pocket Knives We have bought 1UO

and 700 dozen on this contract are now here y
of Salt Lake City are selling Imported knives exclusively We want

you to see and know the difference and for a week Saturday jmorning we will sell V
Warranted Knives worth up to 69c at So
Warranted Knives worth up to 86c at jvWarranted Knives worth up to 160 at T
Warranted Knives worth up to J250 at Jl3 VWarranted Knives worth up to J400 at

A few imported knives in above assortment to close flit all worth Jouhlc
AMERICAN CUT T-

Jl00000 worth In this sale You know the Genuine Bergen
Bergen cuts the glass we the prices for one wee
morning September 11th

Cln Nappy regular price 3 special price
Carafe or Water Bottle re

Four styles cutting and lir
All Other Cut Glass 20 Per Cent Discount

Hardware Co-
N B Whats the matter with these for souvenirsof your visit to Salt

Lake City
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The Switchman
requires Working Clothes that will stand

at the same time pre
sent a dressy and tasteful appearance

The Union Shirts
Corduroy Pants Overalls Jackets are

cut workmanship and finish exactly
to his and will the

best returns obtainable in Comfort Ser
vice and

At your dealers or if not

jOKVEKT R L ncDONALD CO-
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n

Styli
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We are tirer working for landlords disgusted with having thousands of dollars absorbed in merchandise without fair returns and

dissatisfied in being compelled to cater to the whims of all human nature T

Must be sold in but a few days time and prices are quoted at about onehalf of the original cost Stupendous beyond comprehension are the

values we are now forced to offer but we need help and no better method can we find to get it

You can buy BABIES SHOES from lOc to 50c C ILDS SHOES from 20c to 100 MISSES SHOES from 35c to 150 BOYS SHOES from 7c
to 145 from 30c to 3295 and MENS 75c to 295 a pair f SI

Remember the
Vacating OrderSa-

lt Lake QHy Utah September 6th 1901

To D Alexander and Julio Alexander and the Bee Hive Shoe Co and D Alexander Manager
You and each of you arc hereby notified that you arc required and requested to surrender the possession of the store room occupied

by you and known as No 128 South Main street Salt Lake City Utah to the undersigned on the 19th day of September 1901 and vacate slid
premises on said last mentioned day V

In case of your failure to vacate said premises and surrender the possession thereof to the undersigned on said 10th day of September
1901 you will be charged at the rate of 25000 per month and occupation thereof for and every dav after said 19th day of Spteni
ber 1001 Your truly J P GARDNER

DICKSON ELLIS A ELLIS Attorneys for the undersigned By F L Gardner
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Stock Fixtures and Everything
your

Positively No Goods Sold Before 10 am
t
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